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now also, O prince, that in those selfsame 
days that Conan the Cimmerian did stalk 
the Hyborian Kingdoms, one of the few 
swords worthy to cross with his was that of Red Sonja, 
warrior woman out of majestic Hyrkania. Forced to flee 
her homeland and because she spurned the advances 
of a king and slew him instead, she rode west across 
the Turanian Steppes and into the shadowed mists of 


legendry. 
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NEXT ISSUE: 
SONJA IS ON THE RUN - AND HELL 15 
RIGHT BEHIND HER! Hunted, haunted, and 
hurting, Sonja has no one to trust and faces 
danger and suspicion at every turn. Theres 
something rotten in the land, and all the signs 
are pushing her towards the source of the 
disease - Vestfold and its cruel ruler, Varg! 
Building on the chart-topping success of Red 
Sonja #1, Dynamite Entertainment continues 
to delve deep into the She-Devil’s world with 
the second sensational installment of “His 
Masters Voice,” written by acclaimed author 
TORUNN GRONBEKK and illustrated by 
Sonja sup WALTER GEOVANI. This is: 
also features another killer lineup of cover 


artis 


including Bryan Hitch, InHyuk Lee, 
Bjorn Barends, Stephen Platt, Lucio Parrillo, 
Joseph Linsner, and more! 


SHEENA SWINGS INTO... BOARDING SCHOOL?! 
WRITERS STEVEN E. DE SOUZA & WES CLARK JR. EXPLAIN! 


Steven, you are the modern shepherd of the 
Queen of the Jungle. What do you feel makes 
Sheena still so fun and timely today, a full 85 
years after she first appeared, alongside other 
early comics peers like the Big Blue? 


Steven: Interestingly enough, both Superman 
and Sheena have circled back to their roots: 
Some of Superman's earliest adventures 
weren't taking on supervillains, but miscarriag- 
es of justice — if memory serves, his first issue 
he took on a slumlord, and then stopped the 
execution of an innocent man moments before 
the switch was thrown on the electric chair... so 
recent issues where he and other DC characters 
deal with grounded, real world problems isn't 
a new idea. Similarly, Sheena was protecting 
the environment and indigenous people from 
day one: Her earliest foes were poachers, sla- 
vers, and intruders stealing timber, diamonds 
and other natural resources — the same threats 
facing the rainforests and their peoples today. 


Wes: You forgot Nazis. 


Steven: We just had Sheena take on Nazis, 
thanks to some timey-wimey shenanigans — in 
fact, the collection is out now! [Ask your retail- 
er about Sheena: Cenozoic or check it out on 
Dynamite.com] 


Wes: The jungle remains a location of mystery 
and danger to the human imagination. Add a 
heroine capable of handling man and beast, 
and you've got a story people will keep coming 
back to. It's primal. 


You and Wes Clark Jr. are taking on the writing 
of this series together. How did that partner- 
ship come together, and how has the collabo- 
ration been so far? Are two minds truly better 
than one? 


Wes: Along with other industry figures, Ste- 
ven and | met in 2002 over free pizzas and soft 
drinks provided by the CIA to wargame count- 
er-terrorism ideas after 9/11. 


Steven: Nice going, blabbermouth. Now we 
have to go into the Witness Protection Pro- 
gram! 


Wes: Actually, in the two decades since, that 
program has been widely reported. 


Steven: Really? Aw, man, after | spent a fortune 
on that bunker under my house.... Anyway, 
we've been friends ever since, and in fact, we 
previously teamed up on a couple of projects 
that, as so often happens, fell into Hollywood 
development hell — which is one thing that 
can't happen in comics, which is why we've 
wholeheartedly embraced that important, clas- 
sic, and unique seminal American storytelling 
medium. 


Wes: Plus we're on strike and we can't work 
anywhere else. 


Steven: Okay, that too.... 


Oftentimes fans would expect a Sheena yarn 
to feature lots of swinging through the jungle, 
going toe to toe with some fearsome beasts, 
those kinds of angles. We expect there will still 
be plenty of thrilling action, but you guys are 


taking her to a whole other vicious environ- 
ment — an exclusive boarding school for girls! 
How did that idea come up, and how are you 
aiming to contrast it with her usual native en- 
vironment? 


Steven: Believe it or not, this finishing school 
idea has been in the planning stages for several 
years now — it's a logical stage in Sheena's Ше: 
Having returned to civilization after spending 
her formative years in the jungle, her wealthy 
family thinks she needs some polishing. 


Wes: Not to mention, they want to get her out 
of the way, because they're actually among the 
worst offenders destroying the rainforest. 


Steven: But, in truth — just as Tarzan had 
French explorer Paul D'Arnot to prep him for 
civilization before he actually got there, Sheena 
had Don Felipe.... So she’s not as unsophisti- 
cated as she pretends to be, giving her a leg up 
оп enemies who underestimate her. 


Wes: We wanted to stretch her character, show 
her intelligence and skills in an environment 
filled with dangerous, savage beasts with 
claws out — but don't worry, we also still have 
scenes set in the jungle! 


For this latest escapade of jungle action, artist 
Ediano Silva is joining the party. What made 
him a great fit for the legendary Sheena? 
What's it been like to see your scripts brought 
to the page with his style? 


Wes: Ediano is doing a fantastic job, and, like 
Sheena herself, he moves effortlessly between 
the jungle and urban settings. 


Steven: And he's particularly gifted at — for 
want of a better word — the “acting” of both 
the human and animal characters — their ex- 
pressions convey their thinking and emotions 
so well, the dialogue doesn't have to do all the 
heavy lifting. 


Sheena is so renowned for iconic artwork, 
from being created by the industry-shaping 
Will Eisner to contributions from “good girl 
art” icon Matt Baker and heavy hitters in the 
Dynamite era like J. Scott Campbell, that the 
series necessitates some kickass covers in ad- 
dition to Silva's slick interior art. What do you 
have to say about the likes of Lucio Parrillo, 
Joseph Michael Linsner, and Arthur Suydam 
pitching in? 


Wes: It’s fantastic to have such superstar art- 
ists doing these covers; in fact, “covers” is an 
insufficient word — fine paintings is a better 
description. 


Steven: Its a nice reunion of sorts with Jo- 
seph Michael Linsner, who did some Sheena 
covers years ago when our girl first returned 
to comics. And, since you mentioned Matt Bak- 
er, | have to give Ediano a shout out, because 
if you're a Fiction House nerd you've noticed 
Ediano's done some homage swipes of Matt's 
work. 


Wes: So, with Sheena, everything old is new 
again, in more ways than one! 
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